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they had fruit-trees bearing delicious fruit, and
made channels for irrigation. Their advances
towards civilisation did not go further. It is
true that a vast cemetery was found at Zenu, near
the Sierra de Abibe, with an immense number of
sepulchral mounds, all containing gold ornaments
very skilfully worked to represent every kind of
animal from a man to an ant.1 It has been con-
jectured that the cemetery at Zenu represented
an ancient civilisation which had disappeared like
that of Chiriqui, with which it may have been
allied ; but this is doubtful.

These tribes of the Cauca and Magdalena
valleys had not advanced beyond a certain stage
which was alone adapted for their surroundings.
For they dwelt in deep valleys with tropical vege-
tation, and on steep mountain sides suitable rather
for hunting than for cultivation. Very different
was the progress of the same race when endowed
with a more favourable environment.

1 On the death of a chief or important person they embalmed the
body with certain herbs, and wrapped it in cotton of various colours.
At a place called Catorapa, Enciso says that he found upwards of
twenty of these mummies kept in the houses with the living. At
Zenu the great men were buried in the sepulchral mounds, it is said,
with their wives and favourite servants, with jars and pottery,
and many gold ornaments.